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ported by several men. The man who fell down climbs up
this plantain stem, and as soon as he reaches the top the men
holding it let go, and plantain and man fall together to the
ground. This is repeated three times, with intervals consist-
ing of days, or even weeks. This ceremony is supposed to
prevent further falls." x At Sa'a in Mala, one of the Solomon
Islands, when a child is sick its strayed soul is sought for by
a priest who holds a sprig of dracaena in his hand. The
wandering soul then lights on the dracaena, from which it is
transferred to a pandanus umbrella, where it is heard scratch-
ing. The umbrella is then held over the child, and the soul
returns to the child, who gives a convulsive shudder and
recovers.2
In San Cristoval, one of the Solomon Islands, the task of
recovering the lost soul of a sick person is entrusted to a
magician, who sends out his own soul in pursuit of the fugi-
tive, and brings it back to the patient.    For this purpose the
magician goes into a trance.    He retires to his own house,
darkens it, strips off all his clothing, and lying down goes to
sleep.    While he is in this state no one may disturb him, for
if he were so disturbed his own soul might not return to him
and he might die.    His business is to find the strayed soul of
the sick man.    Perhaps the sick man's soul has gone to a
place where there are ghosts or spirits (adaro or hfonf), or
perhaps the soul has been captured by one of these ghosts or
spirits.    A sickness so caused is a dangerous matter.    A whole
crowd of ghosts or spirits may be seated gloating over the
captive soul and refusing to let it go home.    Still more
dangerous is it if the sick man's soul has been caught by a
spirit of the sea, for the soul of the magician cannot go to the
place of its imprisonment.    But most serious of all is it if the
strayed soul has gone to the Winged Serpent in the sky.    But
usually the soul has simply departed to Rodomana, the abode
of the dead, from which it is a comparatively easy matter for
the magician to rescue it.    One magician told how his own
soul pursued the soul of a patient to Rodomana, where he
found the soul of the patient dancing with the souls of the
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